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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE Editor of a * little volume” entitled Poetical Amuſements at 


2 Villa near Bath, having informed, his readers, that © the pub- 
1 lication conſiſts of ſeveral poetical contributions of a ſociety of 


0 friends, of whom the greater number viſited weekly, upon a fixed 


« day, at a Villa within a ſmall diſtance of the city of Bath,“ ob- 
ſerves, that © it was imagined, as an additional ſource of amuſement, 


eto naturalize a little Gallic inſtitution, which has been productive 


of much wit and pleaſantry to that light and ſprightly nation.— 


Words were given out, that rhymed to each other, (by the French 


4 called Bouts Rimts) to be filled up in metre, for the following 
Friday. 


It is the confinement of her powers. by this inſtitution, which the 
Muſe here laments; and from which the | is ſuppoſed to be deliver ed 


by her Patroneſs. 


This mation, it is hoped, will explain the ſubſequent pages to 
thoſe readers who have not ſeen the Poetical Amuſements which 
is the deſign of this Advertiſement. 
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A VILLA wr BATH, 


WHICH FLOURISHES UNDER HER PATRONAGE, 


A * * 

IS ADORNED BY HER TALENTS, 
THE To LLOWING ESSAY IS, 
With 3 RESPECT and HUMILITY, 
INSCRIBE p, 

By her moſt obedient Servani, 
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THE CAPTIVE FREED; 
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RESCUE OF THE MUSE. 


N Avon's Banks, whoſe winding waves along, 


Dies the laſt trill of many a Poet $ fong 3 ; 


On Avon's banks I took my filent way, 


rapt in the fragrance of the riſing day; 5 8 

hen From thoſe Shades where Aur on Nature leans, 
And roams, at large, her cultivated ſcenes, a 3 
ith fairy ſtep where Pleaſure prints the ground, 

And Beauty ſheds her roſeate blooms around; 
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From yon fair Seat of Elegance and Eaſe,* 


Theſe plaintive accents ſtole upon the breeze : +4 
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ec An what avails it, that, with niceſt wy, 
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(Studious to pleaſe, and anxious to prepare) 
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This Harp i in G 8 poiden vales I Rrungs 
Whilſt all Parnaſſus liſten'd as I ſung | . 
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I watch'd ck youthful Poet 8 riüng dream; AY 
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At judgment s call, attemper'd Fancy's flame, | 
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Ah! what avails it, that, in later times, 
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I brav'd the ene of Theſe Savage Climes, 
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Ah! what avails it, if, a captive maid, 


«« I droop in bonds, and call in vain for aid! ? 


Ah! what avails it, that, by TIß RR 8 Stream, 


And rang d the juſt Ideas, as they came 


To Truth's bright ſtandard bade their ſons. aſpire, 


Subdu'd their voice, and tun d their Gothick Hure Kg 
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„ WHERE are ye, children of my eaplieſt hopes, en 8 
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Ye Mir roxs, DRYDENS, ADDISONs, and PorPgs ?—| - 


Ye faw my ſorrows once, when. long I lay ö 
The helpleſs victim of barbarick ſway ; 5 


Ye ſaw, and mourn d my violated charms, 


And tore the inglorious bondage from mine arme: 


Say, will ye leave your bleſt Elyſian | bow'rs, 
Unbind the Muſe, and give her back her pow'rs ? 
For, held in chains, from Gallis 8 recreant ſhore, 
Light o'er the chord theſe fingers fly no more; 


But when my faltring voice attempts to ſing, 


They hurt, with awkward touch, the jarring ſtring. 


60 An little dreary 1, when, by Fancy led 

To twine her living Myrtles round my head, 

I dar'd explore yon grove 8 poetick gloom, 

Ah! little dreamt 1 of this ſervile doom 1 * 
ol 2 
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For ſure, (I faid) within theſe fair domains, 
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No danger lurks, no little tyrant reigns; 4 
But Faſte, ſublime, on Fruth's eternal throne, 
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% Here fits in peace, * unrival'd and alone. — 


Ah, witleſs Maid! thy wandering ſteps miſled, 
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Thou droop' ſt—a Slave—and every hope is |, 2 


I Ul Tur Mourner ceas'd ;—1 mark'd the parting Arain, ks 


And ſtole, with eager ſtep, acroſs the plain. 
We | | J uſt where che cypreſs ſpreads its fober ſhade,” 


And waves, accordant to the ſmooth caſcade, 


Propt on her arm, a Female Figure * 5 
Midſt faded blooms, in hopeleſs diſarray; E en W FA 
| þ With tinſe] chains her ſwelling wriſts were bound, 

| ä Her Lyre, diſhonour'd, at her feet was found ; 

= A mental languor flept upon kgs eyes, 

ll | And theſe faint accents mingled with her ſighs: 1 5 

„Ah, witleſs Maid 1 thy wand'ring ſteps miſled; 5 

q . Thou droap'ſt—a Slave and every hope is dead !” 


« Nor 


e e 

1. Nor ſo, ſweet Maid! a ſoothing voice reply, 
And ſtrait, her Mrzxat trembled at her fide: 
Not ſo, ſweet Miſtreſs of my earlieſt vows 55 
„ No wrongs, like theſe, my faithful heart allows. 
What tho”, feduc'd by Faſhion's fickle laws, 
I left Thy praiſe,” for Folly's vain applauſe ; 
What tho, the dupe of Gaiety and Whim, 

I fax thee Janguiſh in theſe links fo trim: 
Think not, for ever heedleſs of thy woes, 
Theſe filial hands ſhall leave thee” to thy foes t 
No, peerleſs Maid ! far other feelings move 
This heart, which beats with grativade and love: 
Not theſe the thoughts: thy purer hays inſpire, 
; 08 Not theſe the leſſons of thy heav'n-ſtrung lyre MEN 

be pole. and inſtant, on her bended pate 5 
stood to her aid, and ſet the Mourner free, 8 
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+ Mars. Mus. See « Porical Amuſenients:” where there is an Ode to 


this Lady, under the Name of Mya. — 
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« And cruſh'd their Harp, and bade their Laurels dio. 
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1 « HexcrporTh: (de cried). be fes as light, and air, 
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Secure from bart, and reſcued from deſpair 

cc Beſhrew the flave, who firſt, with dar K deſign, 

F org'd theſe baſe ſhackles for an hand like chinese 

What tho”, eſtrang d from F reedom's ſacred cauſe; em. 

A trifling nation chim'd: them, with applauſe ? Far 
Truth ſaw their triumph with indignant We. o 16th V7 > 
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Ah!] never more may Folly' J treacherous e 
be: Thy truant Handmaid's erring ſteps: 


« Ah! never more may theſe fond eyes behold 
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Thy flights reſtrain d, thy native p pow rs controul d- 


On Freedom's throne triumphant may ſt thou ſit, No 
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And tread i in duſt the Manacles of Wit. J 


1 90 
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«© CoME then, ſweet Maid! thy long-loſt charms r renew, | 


Give to thoſe Glad ak theis former hue ; ; 


Let the keen glance its dying flames revive, | 


And each bright anni of thy beauty N 


* | . 1 «© For 
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For, ſee with looks which chide thy * delay, | 
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Von feſtive Circle beckons thee away. 


« See the gay throng, with readieſt homage bow, 


And wreaths of glory wait to deck thy brow. 
« Hark ! the glad Hall with ſounds extatick rings; 
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For Thou, fair Maid! art Free, and TemeLet: hogs. 
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& Scorn not the Verſe, which flows to ſwell thy far; ; 


Check not the String, which vibrates to thy name ; 


A 
A ; 


Propitious bid their grateful triumph laſt, 
« Smile on the Preſent, and forgive the Paſt.” 


Sur faid — he Mole, with looks of love, * d, 
And, with her Myra, e's the balmy ſhade : 

The lines of ſadneſs vaniſh d from her fice 

Free, and compos'd, ſhe mov'd with wonted Grace ; 
Her eyes the apt of her heart expreſt, 

And ſoon Taz VILLA hails its welcome gueſt. 
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+ Lord Viſcount PALMERSTON. See © Poetical Amuſements.” ' 
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